WHAT EXACTLY IS
THE SALUDA-REEDY

WATERSHED?
The watershed is more than just Greenville’s protected water
supply lands up in the mountains. It’s everything from those
headwaters streams on down. And it’s more than just the rivers
and streams themselves – it’s the land as well. In fact, anywhere a
raindrop can fall and eventually end up in the Saluda or the
Reedy is part of our watershed.
What this means is that the “watershed” is not a place or a thing
out there on the landscape. It’s a different way of looking at the
landscape as a whole – one that takes into account the way
water moves across the land, and the impacts of how we
use land on the purity and abundance of water in our
lakes, rivers, and streams.

AND WHAT IS
THE SALUDA-REEDY CONSORTIUM?

This newsletter is published quarterly by
the Saluda-Reedy Watershed Consortium,
a group of organizations and individuals working to promote sensible development and protect our rivers and
streams.

•
•
•
•

Sedimentation and its impacts on reservoirs and lakes in our watershed
Dams and stream restoration: opportunities and challenges
A first look at “Dealing With Dirt” – a major new conference on sediment
management
And much more!

If you prefer to receive this newsletter electronically, please contact Jason Van Driesche,
the Saluda-Reedy project coordinator, at 864-884-6393 or jasonvand@upstateforever.org.

Dawn at Ware Shoals on the Saluda River
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IN OUR NEXT ISSUE…

The Saluda-Reedy Watershed Consortium is
a collaborative effort by organizations
and individuals concerned about
the impacts of changing land use
on water quality in the SaludaReedy basin. As our region
grows, the transition from
rural to urban land use has
the potential to do lasting
damage to our rivers and
streams – unless we
develop with care.
The goal of this project
is to provide local
leaders and the
public as a whole
with the tools and
information they
need to make
good land use
decisions.

TAKE A LOOK INSIDE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WORK OF THE
SALUDAREEDY CONSORTIUM…
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GREETINGS

FROM THE SALUDAREEDY WATERSHED

CONSORTIUM!
We are a local non-profit
organization whose only goal is
to minimize the impacts of
growth on water quality through
science and outreach. We
sponsor watershed-based
research, provide information
about water quality to
decisionmakers, and promote
innovative strategies for lowimpact development.

Jones Gap State Park, at the headwaters of the Saluda-Reedy watershed.

Our vision is one of clean, healthy, and abundant water for a sustainable economy and environment and a high quality of life
throughout the Saluda-Reedy watershed.

• Conducted a study of sedimentation and loss of
capacity in Lake Greenwood

• South Carolina Water
Resources Institute

• Inventoried all dams across the watershed

• Jim Self Center on the
Future

• Developed a basic public website at
www.saludareedy.org, as well as paddling guides
for both rivers

DEVELOPER

Most developers are conscientious businesspeople who want to do the
right thing. But experimenting with new forms of development can
be risky, given the narrow profit margins most developers face.
Beginning in 2004, the Saluda-Reedy project will offer workshops for
developers on best management practices, with the goal of providing
them with the tools they need to be both cutting edge and profitable.

CONCERNED
CITIZEN

For people who know and love the Upstate, the changes of the last
few decades have been a mixed blessing. While the region has
benefited greatly from the new jobs that development has produced,
many residents are dismayed at the impacts of that development on
our rivers and streams (and on the landscape as a whole). For these
community-minded citizens, the Saluda-Reedy project will serve as a
source of information and an advocate for the issues that concern
them most.

ARE:

• Upstate Forever

• Began development of an economic valuation
model of water quality and water use

PUBLIC
OFFICIAL

WHO WE

• Collected and organized all available information
on water quality and flows in a single database

• Documented land use change in the watershed
over the last ten years

WATERSHED

For city managers, public works directors, and other officials
responsible for environmental management, reliable information
about water quality has often been hard to come by. But by mid-2004,
public officials will be able to take advantage of a single source for
watershed-specific data and reports, as well as examples of best
management practices nationwide: www.saludareedy.org.
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WHAT WE HAVE
DONE TO DATE:

What does this project mean for me as a…

INDEX

1,165:
Total number of square
miles in the SaludaReedy watershed from
the headwaters along the
state line down to the
Lake Greenwood dam

2,900:
Approximate total
number of dams in the
watershed (nearly 95%
of them unregulated)

10:
Average number of acres
developed per day in
Greenville County
between 1982 and 1997

One-half:
Portion of Greenville
County’s 510,000 acres
that are projected to be
developed by 2030

2 billion:
Number of gallons of
storage capacity lost to
sedimentation in the
upper 7% of Lake
Greenwood alone

• Pinnacle Consulting
Group
• Furman University
• Friends of the Reedy
• SC Department of
Natural Resources

• Created a large-format, full-color brochure and
map highlighting the beauty of our watershed

• Strom Thurmond
Institute

• Started work on a history of the watershed

• Lander University

• Initiated a study of watershed-related attitudes
and knowledge on the part of local leaders

• Clemson Environmental
Institute

The falls of the Reedy are undergoing a major makeover as part of downtown Greenville’s revitalization.

WHAT’S
IN THE

WORKS:

• In-depth statistical analysis of
water quality data

• Informational signage along
rivers and major highways

• Predictive model of impacts
of land use on water quality

• A much-expanded and
improved website

• Further studies of dams and
sedimentation

• A major conference on
sediment management

• Studies of water use and of
threats to drinking water

• Workshops for local leaders
on watershed protection

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Contact Jason Van Driesche,
the Saluda-Reedy project
coordinator, at 864-884-6393 or
jasonvand@upstateforever.org.

