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Dave Hargett discusses opportunities for redevelopment along the Reedy
River with members of one of the inaugural watershed workshops

WORKING TOGETHER TO PROMOTE CHANGE:

Watershed Workshops Unite
Local Government Leaders
HISTORY FLOWS THROUGH IT:
A CONTEST OF PHOTOGRAPHS
The Greenville Humanities Festival is seeking amateur
photographers to enter its first annual Waterways of the
Upstate Photography Contest.
The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2005.
For more information and an entry form, please visit:
http://library.furman.edu/waterways/
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advocates. The purpose of the roundtable will be to
identify provisions in local zoning, land development, and
subdivision ordinances that discourage or prohibit lowimpact development practices, and then to arrive at a
consensus on needed changes.

SAVE THE DATE!
TREES:

Another project involves a series of “town hall”-style
meetings around the watershed that are designed to
identify local issues of concern related to water quality.
We’ll follow these meetings up with presentations by
experts on those issues, and then work with community
leaders to form local groups and take on projects to
improve water resources in their communities.

APRIL 26, 2005
PALMETTO EXPO CENTER
GREENVILLE, SC

We believe this is among the best watershed research and
advocacy efforts in the nation. We’re excited to move
ahead with it, and look forward to working with partners
all over the watershed. Copies of our strategic plan will be
available in April. If you’d like to take a look, please call
us at 864-250-0500 ext. 18, and we’ll be happy to send you
one.

The Care and Protection of a
Valuable Upstate Resource

FOR MORE INFO VISIT:
WWW.UPSTATEFOREVER.ORG
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FUTURE

Greenville County Council
Member
Joe
Dill
and
Greenwood
Mayor
Floyd
Nicholson are from opposite
ends of the watershed. But
when they both participated in a
workshop on how watersheds tie
us all together, they discovered
that they had a lot in common.
“One of the most striking things
I saw at the workshop was how
pollutants created upstream
affect areas downriver,” Dill
said later. “It is very important
that leaders are able to visualize
the details of the watershed
system to prevent more water
quality issues from arising.”
Dill and Nicholson were two of
ten participants in the November
Watershed Leadership Institute
workshops, organized and led by
the Saluda-Reedy Watershed
Consortium (SRWC). In the

workshop, local leaders in
government and business visited
a variety of sites across the
watershed. At each site, an
expert guest speaker lectured on
a number of topics related to
watershed protection, ranging
from the impacts of poor site
planning and legacy pollution to
the economic benefits of lowimpact
development
and
redevelopment
along
river
corridors.
The overall goal of the
workshops is to initiate a
dialogue among government and
business leaders throughout the
watershed about the importance
of working together to protect
water quality. SRWC wants to
show leaders both the challenges
and opportunities for watershed
protection in the Upstate – and at
continued on page 2

WELCOME TO THE
SALUDA-REEDY
WATERSHED NEWS!
The purpose of this newsletter is
to keep citizens and leaders
throughout the Upstate up to date
on the progress of the SaludaReedy Watershed Consortium’s
efforts to ensure clean, healthy,
and abundant water for all.
Each issue will include updates on
a variety of Consortium projects,
as well as information on
upcoming events of interest to
watershed professionals, local
officials, and concerned citizens.
We hope you find it useful!

WHAT IS THE SALUDAREEDY CONSORTIUM?
The Saluda-Reedy Watershed
Consortium is a collaborative
effort by organizations and
individuals concerned about the
impacts of changing land use on
the purity and abundance of water
in the Saluda-Reedy basin.
As our region grows, the transition
from rural to urban land use has
the potential to do lasting damage
to our rivers and streams – unless
we develop with care.
The goal of this project is to
provide local leaders and the
public as a whole with the tools
and information they need to
make good decisions about water
resources management.
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the same time, create an
occasion for leaders to get to
know each other.

The most striking aspect of the
trip, though, was seeing leaders
from various areas of the
watershed come together to

WANT MORE
INFO ABOUT
THE PROJECT?
Contact:
Jason Van Driesche,
Director of Watershed
Conservation
864-250-0500 ext. 18
jasonvand@upstateforever.org
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Upstate Water Use Trends
Highlight Need for Good
Planning and Management
Ever wonder how much water you use on a daily basis?
How much your community uses for commercial or
industrial purposes? It’s probably more than you think!
After a record-breaking hurricane season and a Reedy
River flood that drew hundreds of onlookers downtown,
water shortages are probably far from people’s minds
right now. But population growth in the Saluda-Reedy
Watershed is among the fastest in the state, and our water
use is now growing even faster than our population.
Though still well short of a crisis, the growth of water
use in the Upstate is nevertheless a significant trend.
Statistics from a recent Watershed Insights Report show
the following information:
•

Joe Dill and Floyd
Nicholson listen to a
presentation on legacy
pollution on the banks
of Lake Conestee

SRWC LOOKS FORWARD:

Future Watershed Projects Focused
on Tangible, Practical Outcomes
This year marks a major transition for the Saluda-Reedy Watershed
Consortium. The first phase of the project – dedicated to building a
foundation of scientific information, community leadership, and public
support for watershed conservation – is coming to a close. What happens
next is truly exciting: a shift from a project focused on what we want to
study to one focused on what we want to change in the world.
Here is what that shift means in real-world terms. Instead of partitioning our
efforts neatly into discrete areas of research, we’re bringing together under
specific on-the-ground outcomes all the tasks that are necessary to achieve
each outcome. Most of the outcomes fall into one of three major categories:
ensuring sustainable water flows, reducing erosion and managing sediment,
and managing nutrients and other contaminants.
We see these three categories as the most important areas of focus for our
work, as the issues they encompass – hydrology, sedimentation, and
contaminants – are the key determinants of ecosystem health in this
watershed. In addition, a few outcomes fall under a "cross-cutting" category
because they contribute to all three areas of focus.
For example, we’re laying the groundwork right now for a multi-county
roundtable involving local officials, developers, and environmental
continued on page 4

Nearly 75% of
wastewater
discharges
and water
use in the
Saluda-Reedy
watershed
occur in
Greenville
County

•

•

•

•
•

The Saluda-Reedy Watershed (SRW) population
consumes 75 gallons of water per day per person
(gpd/person) for domestic purposes.
Graphic courtesy Pinnacle Consulting Group

Almost every participant was
amazed at the extent of the
problem at Lake Conestee, but
they may not have been so
impressed if they had not seen
the evidence first hand. Vic
Carpenter,
Environmental
Services Director for Anderson
County, agrees that the visual
element of the trip was quite
powerful. “It’s one thing to
know about the effects of
legacy pollution,” he said. “But
it’s another thing to see and
experience it.”

These workshops will be
offered throughout 2005
and beyond. Interested
leaders in government
and
business
are
encouraged to apply.
Call Jason Van Driesche
at 864-250-0500 ext. 18
for more information.

THE RESULTS ARE IN:

Photo courtesy Ben Keys

One of the highlights of the trip
was a stop at Lake Conestee,
just a few miles down the
Reedy from Greenville. Dave
Hargett of Pinnacle Consulting
Group, a member of SRWC,
explained how pollution from a
century of urban growth and
industrial
development
in
Greenville directly affected
residents and the environment
in this former millpond. Lake
Conestee in turn served as a
buffer
for
downstream
residents,
he
explained,
preventing large quantities of
sediment and pollutants from
migrating further downstream.

discuss water quality issues in a laid-back but informative setting. Future
workshops will strive to enhance this aspect of the day. As Jim Coleman of
the Laurens County Council put it, “While learning about the good and bad
aspects of development and ways to promote better development in the future,
the fellowship of the day was very enjoyable. Getting people together with
common interests is a
good way to encourage
productive decisions later
on.”

Image courtesy Envision

WORKSHOPS UNITE

Including commercial, industrial and nonmetered (i.e. firefighting) uses, the SRW
population uses about 175 gpd/person.
Water use in the Upstate increased 16.4%
between 1990 and 2000, while Greenville
County’s water use rose 18.5%. By 2030, these
numbers are expected to grow by 57.7% and
66.4% respectively.
Population density of the SRW is currently 282
persons per square mile and is expected to grow
by over 50% by 2030.
80% of the SRW population receives water from
public water supply agencies.
The largest true “interbasin transfer” of water
resources (pumping water from one watershed to
another) in the state is between Lake Keowee in
the Savannah River Watershed and the SRW.

The SRWC’s watershed brochure will be distributed to business
and community leaders throughout the Upstate.

A PICTURE’S WORTH
A THOUSAND WORDS:

Watershed Brochure Focuses on
Beauty and Importance of Rivers
Do you know what a watershed is? If not, you’re not alone.
According to the telephone survey conducted last fall by
SRWC, most Upstate residents are uncertain what a
watershed is, much less what the Saluda-Reedy watershed is
– and why it’s important.
To help clear up these uncertainties, SRWC has produced a
full-color fold-out brochure to highlight the beauty and the
importance of the rivers and lakes of the Saluda-Reedy
Watershed.
The brochure offers an overview of the
challenges our communities face in our efforts to protect
water quality, as well as suggestions for what people can do
to help. The back side of the brochure (pictured above)
shows a map of things to do and see within the watershed.
SRWC is making these brochures available to businesses and
citizens interested in water quality. If you would like to
place an order, call (864) 250-0500 ext. 18.

•

This transferred water supplements public water
supplies in metropolitan Greenville.
Currently, Greenville Water System has the ability
to use about 60 million gallons per day (MGD)
from Lake Keowee, but its permit allows
expansion to 150 MGD as Greenville grows.

Now is the time to plan for the possibility of future water
shortages, before another dry spell or drought forces the
issue to the front. Addressing the likelihood of a water
shortage before it becomes a problem will give officials
time to plan for and possibly avoid such a problem, which
would benefit the Upstate tremendously.
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