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Resolution Establishing the Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee
(Appendix A)
A resolution originally authored by Diane Eldridge, then a staff member of
Upstate Forever, was submitted to the Public Service, Planning and Development (PSPD)
Committee of the Greenville County Council in April, 2005. After months of political
wrangling, the County Council finally passed an amended version of the resolution at
their October 18, 2006 meeting. The resolution establishes an 11-member Committee
and charges them with the responsibility to develop recommendations for the protection
and preservation of Greenville County’s trees and tree canopy.
To read the original and final versions of the resolution, see Appendix A.
Committee Members Appointed (Appendix B)
After the passage of the resolution establishing the Committee, the County Council began
the process of appointing the first ten members. The eleventh member, according to the
resolution, was to be elected by the Committee at its first meeting.
The first eight members were appointed according to the terms of the resolution within a
month of its passage. The PSPD Committee delayed the appointments of two additional
members until January 2006 so that an application process could be implemented. The
final member was elected by the Committee at its February 3, 2006 meeting.
A list of the Committee’s members can be found in Appendix B.
Committee Meetings (Appendix C)
Regular bi-weekly meetings of the Committee are held on Thursday mornings at 8:00
a.m. at Greenville County Square according to the following schedule:
February 3
February 16
March 3
March 16
March 30
April 13
April 27
May 11
May 25
June 8
June 22

July 6
July 20
August 3
August 17
August 31
September 14
September 28
October 12
October 26
November 9
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Meetings last approximately 1½ hours.
At its initial two meetings, the Committee elected its 11th member, established Robert’s
Rules of Order as their parliamentary guide, and adopted the following mission
statement:
The mission of the Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee is to
provide a forum for discussion of ideas, concepts, and methods to preserve trees
and protect the tree canopy, to make recommendations to County Council to
encourage the preservation and replacement of trees which may be lost in the
process of residential and commercial real estate development and to propose
minimum standards for Council to consider, and to provide educational and other
useful information about historic and significant specimen trees and tree
categories and to encourage people to preserve and nurture trees so classified.
All meetings are open to the public and the first 15 minutes are open for comments from
concerned citizens. In addition, the Committee heard from invited speakers who shared
their expertise and concerns from a variety of perspectives.
The following invited speakers appeared before the Committee:
Paul Dulin, SC Forestry Commission
Bucky Tarleton, President, Greater Greenville Association of Realtors
Brad Wyche, Executive Director, Upstate Forever
Ann Friedel, President, Greater Greenville Master Gardeners
Shannon Dobson, Greater Greenville Master Gardeners
Dan Trout, Executive Director, Friends of Reedy River
Linda Sisson, Greenville Council of Garden Clubs
Crad Jaynes, President, SC Timber Producers Association
Janet Clarke, SC Department of Health and Environmental Control
Judy Woertkoetter, Engineer, Greenville County
Walt McPhail, Greenville County Forestry and Wildlife Society
Mark Nix, Executive Director, SC Landowners Association
Dave Hargett, Northwind, Inc. and Saluda-Reedy Watershed Consortium
Don Ham, Emeritus Professor of Forestry at Clemson University and consulting forester
Jimmy Walters, Urban Forester, SC Forestry Commission
Eston Rodgers, Executive Director, Home Builders Association of Greenville
Ed Macie, Southern Regional Urban Forestry Coordinator, US Forest Service
Jeff Allen, Director, SC Water Resources Center at Clemson University
In addition, approximately ten citizens have addressed the Committee during the public
comment period that is held prior to each meeting.
For a summary of comments made by invited speakers and concerned citizens at
committee meetings and public hearings, see Appendix C.
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Public Hearings (Appendix C)
The Committee scheduled five public hearings to provide convenient forums for public
comment by concerned citizens unable to attend morning meetings at Greenville County
Square. The meetings were held at 6:00 p.m. in various places throughout the county.
March 30
April 27
May 11
May 25
June 8

Travelers Rest City Hall
Greenville Technical College – Greer Campus
Bell’s Crossing Elementary School
Woodmont High School
Greenville County Square – Council Chambers

The five hearings were attended by a total of approximately 150 people, including three
Greenville County Council members and several news reporters. A significant majority
of those attending made impassioned pleas to the Committee and recommended stringent
standards for the protection of trees in the county. Only one speaker opposing such
standards and three urged the Committee to exercise caution when recommending
standards that affect private property owners.
For a summary of comments and concerns expressed by concerned citizens at public
hearings and regular committee meetings, see Appendix C.
“Keeping the GREEN in Greenville” Newsletter (Appendix D)
Beginning with the March 13, 2006 issue, Diane Eldridge has regularly issued a one-page
e-newsletter reporting the progress of the Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory
Committee entitled “Keeping the GREEN in Greenville.” Upstate Forever posts the most
current issue on its website (http://www.upstateforever.org/prog_tree/ktgg_060716.pdf).
Emails containing a link to the newsletter and a reminder of upcoming meetings are sent
to all Greenville County members of Upstate Forever and to approximately 100
additional addresses by request. In addition, Jeanne Brooks, columnist for the Greenville
News, includes a link to the newsletter in her online blog
(http://news.greenvilleonline.com/blogs/brooks/2006/07/tree_committee_update_1.html).
Thus far, newsletters have been issued on the following dates:
March 13
March 27
April 10
April 24
May 10

May 24
June 8
June 19
July 16

Copies of all newsletter can be found in Appendix D.
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Media Coverage (Appendix E)
Interest in the development and progress of the Tree Committee has generated
approximately 20 newspaper articles, a number of letters to the editor, and several stories
by local television news reporters. One local columnist has included coverage about the
Committee in her online blogs at http://news.greenvilleonline.com/blogs/brooks/
Copies of news articles and editorial letters are in Appendix E.
November Deadline for Recommendations
The Committee will continue to meet to develop its recommendations according to the
meeting schedule outlined above. In addition, the members are considering scheduling a
half-day meeting to provide more time than is allowed at regular Thursday morning
meetings.
A draft of the Committee’s recommendations is to be submitted to the County Council no
later than November 3, 2006, unless additional time is granted. The County Council will
then consider establishing a new countywide ordinance that is based on the Committee’s
recommendations.
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Original version of resolution submitted to PSPD Committee in April 2005.

RESOLUTION
GREENVILLE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
Adopted this ____ day of ________, 2005
WHEREAS, Greenville County is one of the fastest growing and most
rapidly changing areas in the United States, with a population growth rate of
approximately 16 people per day and a land development rate of
approximately 10 acres per day;
WHEREAS, in the development of land in Greenville County, many
important trees are lost;
WHEREAS, there are methods, programs and practices that allow
land to be developed while minimizing the loss of, and impact on, trees;
WHEREAS, trees are an important natural resource, enhance the
beauty of our region, provide protection against erosion, reduce stormwater
runoff from parking lots, protect against excessive heat, protect against noise
and glare, enhance property values, and provide other environmental, social,
and educational benefits;
WHEREAS, continued growth and development are essential to
providing and improving economic opportunities for the residents of the
County;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Greenville County
Council as follows:
1. There is hereby established a fifteen-member “Tree Protection
Advisory Task Force” whose members shall advise and assist
Greenville County on appropriate policies and ordinances for protecting
trees in the county.
2. Members of the Tree Protection Advisory Task Force shall include the
following:

Original version of resolution submitted to PSPD Committee in April 2005.

(a.) The Chair of Greenville County Council or a member of the
County Council appointed by the Chair;
(b.) The Chair of the Greenville County Planning Commission or
another commissioner appointed by the Chair;
(c.) The Executive Director of the Greenville Home Builders
Association or another member of the Association designated
by the Executive Director;
(d.) The Executive Director of the Greenville Realtors
Association or another member of the Association designated
by the Executive Director;
(e.) The Executive Director of Upstate Forever or another staff
member designated by the Executive Director;
(f.) The President of the Greenville County Council of Garden
Clubs or another Council member appointed by the President;
(g.) A representative of the Saluda-Reedy Watershed Consortium;
(h.) A commercial developer appointed by the Chair of Greenville
County Council;
(i.) A registered landscape architect doing business in Greenville
County appointed by the Chair of Greenville County Council;
(j.) A registered arborist practicing tree care in Greenville County
appointed by the Chair of Greenville County Council;
(k.) A forestry resources, horticulture or botany professor from
Clemson University’s College of Agriculture, Forestry and
Life Sciences appointed by the Chair of Greenville County
Council;
(l.) Three interested citizens who are residents of Greenville
County, to be appointed by majority vote of the above-named
Task Force members by no later than the second meeting of
the Task Force.
(m.) A member of the Greenville County Planning Commission
staff shall serve as a non-voting member and facilitator.
3. The Tree Protection Advisory Task Force shall be formed no later than
June 1, 2005 and hold its first meeting no later than July 1, 2005.
4. The Tree Protection Advisory Task Force shall meet no less frequently
than twice a month at such time and place as the Task Force
determines.

Original version of resolution submitted to PSPD Committee in April 2005.

5. All meetings of the Tree Protection Advisory Task Force shall be open
to the public.
6. The Greenville County Planning Commission shall provide
administrative support to the Tree Protection Advisory Task Force.
7. The members of the Tree Protection Advisory Task Force shall serve
without compensation, but shall be entitled to reimbursement for all
costs and expenses reasonably incurred in connection with the business
of the Task Force.
8. By no later October 1, 2005, the Tree Protection Advisory Task Force
shall issue a report and recommendations, which shall include, but not
be limited to, appropriate tree protection policies and a proposed tree
protection ordinance for consideration by Council.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Resolution is hereby adopted
this ___ day of _____, 2005.
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE
By: _______________________

RESOLUTION

No. 1167

WHEREAS, Greenville County is one of the fastest growing and most rapidly changing
areas in the United States, the most populous county in South Carolina, with a population growth
rate of approximately 16 people per day and a land development rate of approximately 10 acres
per day;
WHEREAS, there are methods, programs and practices that allow land to be developed
while minimizing the loss of, and impact on, trees;
WHEREAS, trees are an important natural resource, enhance the beauty of our region,
provide protection against erosion, reduce storm water runoff, mitigate flooding, protect against
excessive heat, protect against noise and glare, enhance property values, and provide significant
benefits;
WHEREAS, continued growth and development are essential to providing and improving
economic opportunities for the residents of the County;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Greenville County Council as follows:
1. There is hereby established a “Tree Policy Advisory Committee,” hereinafter referred to as
the Tree Advisory Committee, for the purpose of providing a forum for discussion of ideas,
concepts, and ways to preserve trees and to protect the trees and the “tree canopy” of
Greenville County.
2. The Tree Advisory Committee shall limit any recommendations and conclusions that may
originate from its deliberations to the encouragement of preservation and replacement of
trees which may be lost in the process of residential and commercial real estate development
activities only. The Committee may propose certain minimum standards for Council to take
into consideration. It is not the intent of this resolution to interfere with the rights of
property owners to manage trees on their property in ways they so choose insofar as they are
in compliance with existing laws and regulations.
3. The Tree Advisory Committee may wish to provide educational and other useful information
about historic and significant specimen trees and tree categories, which may encourage
people to preserve and nurture trees so classified.
4. The Advisory Committee shall hold public meetings and provide opportunities for people to
appear before the committee with varied views and opinions on trees as may wish to be
heard.
5. Any recommendations or reports that may be submitted by the Tree Advisory Committee
shall not be binding on Greenville County Council and will be accepted as information only.

6. In order to ensure representation by a cross section of stakeholders, the Tree Advisory
Committee shall consist of members from the following:
(a.) Chair of the Greenville County Planning Commission or another commissioner
appointed by the Planning Commission chair;
(b.) Director of the Greenville County Planning Commission will appoint one (1) member
of his staff, who is a certified arborist;
(c.) President of the Greenville Home Builders Association or another member of the
Home Builders Association as may be designated by the president of the Greenville
Home Builders Association;
(d.) Chair of the Greater Greenville Association of Realtors, or another member of the
Association as may be designated by the chair of the Greater Greenville Association of
Realtors;
(e.) President of the Greenville County Council of Garden Clubs or another Council
member appointed by the Garden Clubs;
(f.) A commercial real estate developer appointed by the chair of Greenville County
Council;
(g.) Five (5) interested citizens who are residents of Greenville County, to be selected as
follows:
Two (2) members appointed by the Chairman of Greenville County Council;
Two (2) members appointed by the PSPD Committee of Greenville County
Council, one of which will be a landscape architect or a civil engineer;
One (1) elected by the Advisory Committee at its first meeting.
(h.) A member of the Greenville County Planning Commission staff shall serve as
facilitator. (Non-voting member.)
Note: No two Committee representatives may be staff members of the same organization.
7. The Tree Advisory Committee shall meet no less frequently than once a month at such time
and place as the Committee determines. The first meeting shall take place within four (4)
weeks of the appointment of all committee members. Appointments shall be made with the
greatest expedience possible. The Committee shall submit a draft report, no later than nine
(9) months after the first meeting, unless the members of the Committee approach Council
for further delay in the draft report submission.
8. All meetings of the Advisory Committee shall be open to the public and subject to the
Freedom of Information Act.

9. The Greenville County Planning Commission shall provide reasonable administrative
support to the Tree Advisory Committee.
10. After submission of its draft report and recommendations, the Committee shall be available
to perform such additional work as requested by Council. In the absence of such request,
the Committee shall be dissolved no later than thirty (30) days after submission of its report.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Resolution is hereby adopted this 18th day of October, 2005.
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE
BY: ___________________________________
Herman G. Kirven, Jr., Chairman
Greenville County Council
BY: ___________________________________
Joseph M. Kernell, Administrator
Greenville County
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Theresa B. Kizer, Clerk to Council
Greenville County

GREENVILLE COUNTY TREE POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
As specified by Greenville County Resolution 1167
1.

Dan Rawls
332 Driftwood Drive
Homebuilder
Piedmont, South Carolina 29673
danrawlsco@aol.com

w (864) 845-9300
c (864) 630-7860

2.

Todd Ward *
Project Manager
The Furman Company
PO Box 2487
Greenville, South Carolina 29602
tward@furmanco.com

w (864) 527-6089

3.

Mr. J. Coleman Shouse
w (864) 675-6071
Homebuilder
c (864) 304-6382
Lazarus-Shouse Communities, LLC
3101 Highway 14, #2
Greenville, South Carolina 29601
cshouse@lshomes.com

4.

Mr. Gordon Seay
Realtor
Post Office Box 262
Greenville, South Carolina 29602
gordon@marchantco.com

w (864) 527-4501
c (864) 444-4359

5.

Ms. Sandra Hamann
President, Garden Club Council
405 W. Seven Oaks
Greenville, South Carolina 29605
dasaham@charter.net

h (864) 235-9709
c (864) 918-5054

6.

Mr. C. Doug Harper
Commercial Developer
The Harper Corporation
35 W. Court Street Suite 400
Greenville, South Carolina 29601
dharper@harpercorp.com

w (864) 527-2500
c (864) 505-5001
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7.

Mrs. Diane A. Eldridge
Conservation Planning Consultant
62 Stonehaven Drive
Greenville, South Carolina 29607
diane.eldridge@charter.net

8.

Mr. David W. Holmes
w (864) 271-2381
Attorney
c (864) 915-5432
104 Laurel Oak Trail
Simpsonville, South Carolina 29681
davidholmes@bellsouth.net

9.

Steven D. Smith
Forester
107 West Round Hill Road
Greenville, South Carolina 29617
harwoodlogs@charter.net

w (864) 246-1103
c (864) 616-9490

10.

Tom Keith
Landscape Architect
457 Pimlico Road
Greenville, South Carolina 29607
tomkeith@arborengineering.com

w (864) 235-3589 x 110
c (864) 304-7181

11. **

Kim Kauffman
w (864) 233-5497
Landscape Architect
c (864) 918-6018
100 Turner Forest Lane
Simpsonville, South Carolina 29681
kkauffman@fk-inc.com
Facilitator:

h (864) 288-3928
c (864) 313-8159

Director of Greenville County Planning Commission
Jimmy Forbes, AICP
w (864) 467-7275
301 University Ridge Suite 400
c (864) 421-3999
Greenville, South Carolina 29601
jforbes@greenvillecounty.org

* When appointed, Todd was on the staff of the Planning Commission.
** Elected by Committee
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Compiled Comments from All Meetings and Public Hearings of Tree Committee
When Replanting, Plant Native Species
Steve Mills – June 8 regular meeting
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
• Desirable spp – oaks, maples, sycamores, others
• Avoid tulip poplars, sweetgum
Barry Witherspoon (landscape architect) – April 27 meeting
• Natives not necessarily the only trees that will thrive
Bucky Tarleton (Gvl Realtors Association) – March 16 regular meeting
Julia Webb – May 25 public hearing
Protect Historic/Landmark Trees
Steve Mills – June 8 regular meeting
Brad Wyche – March 30 regular meeting
Shannon Dobson – March 30 regular meeting
Bucky Tarleton (Gvl Realtors Association) – March 16 regular meeting
• Sometimes it’s good to try to save them
Becky Godby – May 11 and June 8 public hearings
• Historical Trees 30”DBH, Heritage Trees 40” or 45” DBH
Sue Strange – June 8 public hearing
Chris Allison – May 25 public hearing
Jerry Wallen – May 11 public hearing
Pam Shucker – March 11 public hearing
Protect Forested Buffers for Stream Health
Mary Lou Jones – June 8 regular meeting and public hearing
Dave Hargett (Saluda Reedy Watershed Consortium)
• Riparian forests have been eliminated in urban areas along the Reedy River
• Minimum recommended – 35 feet, better to have more and adjust higher
depending on topography
Linda Sisson (Garden Club Council) – April 13 regular meeting
Dan Trout (Friends of Reedy River) – March 30 regular meeting
• 200’ minimum buffer requirement on all rivers and streams, especially in urban
areas (no land disturbing activities within buffer)
• 50’ would do some good
Bill Batten – May 25 public hearing
• Has stream on farm that has been silted in due to upstream clearing of trees
Pam Shucker – March 11 public hearing
Use Trees for Better Stormwater Management/Sediment Control
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Mary Lou Jones – June 8 regular meeting and public hearing
Dave Hargett (Saluda Reedy Watershed Consortium)
• Runoff coefficient for forested buffers – 5%
• Runoff coefficient for highly urbanized area – 95%

• Don Ham (Forestry Professor Emeritus, Consultant) – May 11 regular meeting
Barry Witherspoon (landscape architect) – April 27 regular meeting
• Trees absorb or intercept large volumes of rainfall, reducing stormwater runoff
Janet Clarke (DHEC) – April 13 regular meeting
• Trees help reduce rate of flow, retain soil, filter pollutants
Dan Trout (Friends of Reedy River) – March 30 regular meeting
Ian Clark – June 8 public hearing
Lynnette Gilbert – May 25 public hearing
Pam Shucker – March 11 public hearing
Set Minimum Standards for Trees in Developments
Elise McCasland – May 25 regular meeting
• Set high standards for developers
Ed Macie (US Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Essential to set minimum standards
Don Ham (Forestry Professor Emeritus, Consultant) – May 11 regular meeting
• Whether we like it or not, we’re losing trees and without controls, we’re going to
lose more
Walt McPhail (Gvl County Forestry and Wildlife Society) – May 11 regular meeting
• Not everyone will be happy with what the committee does, but that’s life. Do
something.
Barry Witherspoon (landscape architect) – April 27 regular meeting
• Developers will only do what they are mandated to do.
Linda Sisson (Garden Club Council) – April 13 regular meeting
• Should require trees in all developments, including residential
Nearly all 50-or-so people who spoke at public hearings
Cort Flint – June 8 public hearing
Glen McMillan – June 8 public hearing
• Doesn’t want excuses, slow action by Committee, “money talks” perspective,
reluctance of Council t- just wants regulations passed soon
Sara Jo Moore – June 8 public hearing
• Thinks some committee members are worried about their own bottom line
• Wants us to do what is best for the whole county and put personal preferences
aside
Jane McCutcheon (realtor) – June 8 public hearing
• People prefer houses with trees
Bobbie Goodwin, Lynnette Gilbert – May 25 public hearing
• Require retention of trees
Lynnette Gilbert – May 25 public hearing
• Require certain size trees be replanted – and not twigs
Mike Hallisay – May 25 public hearing
• Require large minimum sizes for replanted trees
Bob Moran (former CEO of Bowater) – May 11 public hearing
• We are destroying the tree canopy on a micro-scale
Rose Kubler – March 30 public hearing

• Want ordinance but doesn’t want it to go too far (used Napa, CA as example)
• Need to protect ourselves from flooding – trees help prevent/reduce flooding
Allen Jenkins – March 30 public hearing
• Need to preserve trees in developments
People Want Trees in Residential Developments
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
• Each shade tree adds 1% to sales price but it costs less than 1% of sales price to
protect them
• If trees are not protected, everyone pays the consequences
People Want Shade
Janet Clarke (DHEC) – April 13 regular meeting
• Exercise benefits - SC has obesity problem
• People like to walk in shade
Jacquelyn Williams – June 8 public hearing
• Drives a long way out of her way to shop where she can park in the shade
Sara Jo Moore – June 8 public hearing
• Wants to park in shade
Jane McCutcheon (realtor) – June 8 public hearing
• Children don’t play outside in neighborhoods where there are no trees
Loss of Trees Costs Everyone
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
Include Guidelines for Protecting Trees on Construction Sites/Guidelines for Planting
New Trees
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
• Must protect roots! If possible, 3 times the height of the tree
• Minimum to protect – Critical Root Zone (1 foot radius for every inch trunk
DBH)
• Limit changes to lot during construction, especially soil drainage patterns
• Must use fence to protect roots
• Use signage
• Communication on site is key
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Need adequate soil volume in landscaped islands to support trees
Judy Wortkoetter (Gvl County Engineer) – April 27 regular meeting
• Protect county’s interest by planting the right trees in the right places to avoid
damage to roads, sidewalks, and interfering with sight distances
Scott Carlson (arborist) – March 30 regular meeting
• Establish Critical Root Zone around trees to be preserved
o One foot radius for each inch DBH
• No grading, digging, trenching, bulldozers, parking in Critical Root Zone

Jim Freeland (civil engineer) – June 8 public hearing
• Not all trees are great trees – not all trees are equal (e.g., Bradford Pear)
• Can’t save every tree
Jane McCutcheon (realtor) – June 8 public hearing
• Need to be sure planting area in commercial areas is adequate to support size of
tree at maturity
Charles Bose – May 25 public hearing
• Maintain trees to be saved
Unidentified woman at May 11 public hearing
• Address the issue of where trees are planted to avoid interfering with utility lines,
sidewalks, etc. as they mature
Large Healthy Trees Provide More Benefits than Small, New Trees
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
Need Tree Plan for Development Sites
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
• Site evaluation by developer and paid staff
• Show trees to be saved on tree plan
Ed Macie (US Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Conduct site suitability study to maximize protection of trees, e.g., move lot lines,
center lines of roads, etc.
Mike Hallisay – May 25 public hearing
Trees of certain size should be noted on plan and replaced if removed
Need Trained, Dedicated County Staff Member to Oversee Tree Protection/Planting on
Development Sites
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Don Ham (Forestry Professor Emeritus, Consultant) – May 11 regular meeting
• Need trained staff to work with developer on subdivision plans
Scott Carlson (arborist) – March 30 regular meeting
• Need professional on site early in process
Danny Day – May 25 public hearing
• Need to establish new staff position to review every development plan [tree plan]
Best to Keep Groups of Trees
Jimmy Walters (SC Urban Forestry) – May 25 regular meeting
Bob Moran (former CEO of Bowater) – May 11 public hearing
• Save trees in common areas, open space
Jerry Wallen – May 11 public hearing
• Save large stands of trees
Provide Incentives to Developers and Builders to Protect/Replant Trees
Eston Rodgers (HBA) – May 22 regular meeting
Ed Macie (US Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting

• Good to have incentives, but it’s imperative to set minimum standards first and
then provide incentives for doing more than the minimum
• Provide “canopy credits” as incentives
Walt McPhail (Gvl County Forestry and Wildlife Society) – May 11 regular meeting
• Require minimum circumference (e.g., 600”) per acre, then provide tax incentives
for going beyond that (e.g., property tax reduction for 5 years with built in
maximum of $250)
Don Ham (Forestry Professor Emeritus, Consultant) – May 11 regular meeting
• Use trees as stormwater management technique to reduce cost of
detention/retention facilities
Bucky Tarleton (Gvl Realtors Association) – March 16 regular meeting
• Not interested in requirements – only incentives (did not have any suggestions)
Karen LaFleur Stewart – June 8 public hearing
• Provide incentives to private property owners to keep trees
Unknown gentleman – May 25 public hearing
• Should be monetary incentives to provide compensation to developers
Becky Godby – May 11 public hearing
• Provide credits for developers for saving existing trees to help offset planting
requirements
Provide Flexibility So More Trees Can Be Saved on Construction Sites
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Adjust lot sizes, etc.
• Separate BMPs from ordinance, build in as much flexibility as possible
Crad Jaynes (SC Timber Producers Association) – April 13 regular meeting
Need Publicly Funded Program to Purchase Important Land for Protection
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Big picture analysis – which land really shouldn’t be developed? Take it off the
market using public conservation program, like SC Conservation Bank. Many
communities have developed their own programs at the local level. (from dae –
many, many counties and cities throughout the country have developed these
programs using a variety of funding sources from bond issues to local dedicated
taxes)
Don Ham (Forestry Professor Emeritus, Consultant) – May 11 regular meeting
• Consider forest conservation to protect large areas of trees (not sure if he meant
this would be publicly funded or if this is managed timber he’s talking about)
Use Canopy Requirement/Tree Credits/Biomass as Measurement for Minimum Standards
in Developments
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Example – 30 – 40% canopy requirement in residential developments, 10% in
industrial
• See Clarke County, GA and Va. Beach for examples
• Set community-wide goals – what % canopy do we want overall? Then create
standards that will help get us there.

Walt McPhail (Gvl County Forestry and Wildlife Society) – May 11 regular meeting
• Use total circumference per acres (e.g., 600”) as minimum standard (biomass)
Brad Wyche (Upstate Forever) – March 30 regular meeting
• Use tree credits (see Fulton County ordinance)
Becky Godby – June 8 public hearing
• Use tree credits (like Mauldin ordinance)
Larry (last name unknown) – May 25 public hearing
• Use minimum number of trees on development sites as standard
Dick Webb – May 25 public hearing
• Require total biomass replacement for all trees greater than 6” DBH
Establish a Tree Bank for Mitigation When Standards Cannot Be Met
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Atlanta coordinates theirs with TreesAtlanta
Need Many Trees in Parking Lots for Heat Reduction and Stormwater Control
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Janet Clarke (DHEC) – April 13 regular meeting
Dan Trout (Friends of Reedy River) – March 30 regular meeting
Lynnette Gilbert – May 25 public hearing
Include Trees in Innovative Ways to Control Stormwater
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Bioswales, detention areas, constructed wetlands
• Also try to reduce impervious surfaces and integrate eco-type treatments on lots
(see LEED standards) to reduce need for detention/retention facilities
Dan Trout (Friends of Reedy River) – March 30 regular meeting
Regulations Should Apply to Schools/Utilities
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Judy Workoetter (Gvl County Engineer) – April 27 regular meeting
• Keep trees out of public rights of way
• Keep trees from interfering with sight distance
• Plant the right tree in the right place so it won’t damage sidewalks/roads
• Require property owners to maintain their own trees in these areas
Martha Batten – May 25 public hearing
• Tired of battling with Duke Power – wants utilities regulated
Sharon Johnson (civil engineer, PTA president) – March 30 public hearing
• New schools are not making effort to keep trees, even when it would be easy to
do so
• Children need shady areas when they are outdoors
Bob Dill – March 30 public hearing
Integrate Ordinance into All Other Facets of Development (e.g. Engineering)
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting

How to Get Started?
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Use a document from a similar community in the Southern Piedmont, e.g., Clarke
County, GA
When Land Use Changes From Agricultural, Tree Regulations Should Apply
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Mr. and Mrs. Kubler – March 30 public hearing
• Wants to see clear-cutting defined in ordinance as a practice that does not include
stump removal
Require BMPs On Sites That Are Clearcut
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Bob Moran (former Bowater CEO) – May 11 public hearing
Keep Young Healthy Trees
Walt McPhail (Gvl County Forestry and Wildlife Society) – May 11 regular meeting
• Require keeping trees that are 6”-10” DBH instead of larger ones because they
have a better chance of survival
Exempt Single-Family Homeowners from Ordinance
Ed Macie (U.S. Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
Mark Nix (SC Landowners Association) – May 11 regular meeting
Don’t Interfere with Landowners Right to Remove Trees for Economic Gain
Crad Jaynes (SC Timber Producers Association) – April 13 regular meeting
• Referred to rural landowners
Allen Jenkins – March 30 public hearing
• Individual property rights should be protected
Include Tree Planting in Early Air Compact
Janet Clarke (DHEC) – April 13 regular meeting
• Reduce ground level ozone and particulate matter
Pete Petrik – May 11 public hearing
• The overshadowing issue is the environment – we are rapidly approaching nonattainment
Other Ordinances to Consider
Ed Macie (US Forest Service) – May 22 regular meeting
• Clarke County, GA
• Virginia Beach
Brad Wyche (Upstate Forever) - March 30 regular meeting
• Fulton County, GA
Larry Erwin – June 8 public hearing
• Germantown TN
Bob Moran – May 11 public hearing

• Rock Hill, Hilton Head Island
Mike Patterson – May 11 public hearing
• Atlanta, Cary, NC
Don Godby – May 11 public hearing
• Mauldin, Raleigh
Trees Enhance Property Values
Bucky Tarleton (Gvl Realtors Association) – March 16 regular meeting
• Trees are one of the reasons that Greenville has been so successful over the years
• Add value to residential and commercial properties
Jim Freeland (civil engineer) – June 8 public hearing
• Developers want to keep trees because they want to make money and trees
enhance property values
Buffers (other than near riparian)
Bucky Tarleton (Gvl Realtors Association) – March 16 regular meeting
• Best to leave buffers near property lines between residential and commercial
developments
Margaret Wade (resident in Hwy 14/Woodruff Rd area) – June 8 public hearing
• Trees abate noise
• Removal of trees and replacing them with “Archie Bunker houses” is a disgrace
Mike Hallisay – May 25 public hearing
• Buffers between parking lots and streets
• Buffers between residential and commercial developments
Mike Patterson – May 11 public hearing
• Buffer zones would result in a lot of preserved trees
Establish Strong Penalties for Violating Standards in Ordinance
Becky Godby – May 11 and June 8 public hearings
Danny Day – May 25 public hearing
• Should be $10,000 fine for cutting wrong tree
• $500 maximum allowable fine not enough – need to find other forms of penalty
Other Points from Public Hearings
• Need to protect trees for wildlife
o Decline in birds, foxes
o Misses birds singing in places where there are no trees
• Land owners should be able to do what they want to do with their land
• Avoid repeating past mistakes (e.g., Cherrydale, Lowe’s Poinsett Highway)
• Think about how you want Greenville County to look in 20 years
• When requiring trees, make sure there is a diversity of species
• Best not to cut trees during spring (nesting season)
• No lot should be without a tree
• Private land should be covered under ordinance
• Replace trees that are removed and plant additional new trees

• Need to put in provision to prevent developers from getting around timber
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

harvesting exemption
Makes sense to do development right the first time rather than have to come back
later and spend millions to fix the problems created by development
Does anyone really think County Council will ever pass a tree ordinance?
(repeated in different ways more than once at public hearings)
Committee taking too long to do their work – will be many more trees lost and
much more flooding before anything is ever passed
Committee stacked with developer/real estate representatives
Need to consider the land around the development site – need to look at the whole
picture
Save specimen trees – remember wildlife habitat
Taxpayers will have to pay to remediate the damage done by flooding
No-brainer – remove all the trees and you’ll have more flooding
Quit giving tax incentives to industry to come in and then strip all the trees and
kill everything

Keeping the GREEN
in GREENville

MISSION OF THE
COMMITTEE
To provide a forum for
discussion of ideas,
concepts, and methods
to preserve trees and
protect the tree canopy,

March 13, 2006

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Begins its Work

To make
recommendations to
County Council to
encourage the
preservation and
replacement of trees
which may be lost in the
process of residential and
commercial real estate
development and to
propose minimum
standards for Council to
consider, and

In October 2005, Greenville

To provide educational
and other useful
information about
historic and significant
specimen trees and tree
categories and to
encourage people to
preserve and nurture
trees so classified.

The Committee began

participate by speaking during the

County Council passed a

meeting on February 3. The first

15-minute public comment period

resolution establishing an eleven-

courses of action were to elect a

before each Committee meeting

member Tree Policy Advisory

chairman, establish a meeting

or during one of five public

Committee to discuss ideas,

schedule, and choose one

hearings to be held throughout

concepts, and ways to preserve

additional member to serve on

the county in the coming months.

and protect trees and the tree

the committee. The Committee

In addition, representatives of

canopy of Greenville County. The

diverse organizations and groups

Committee will ultimately

will make 20-minute presentations

recommend minimum standards

to the committee at regular

for trees in all new residential and

meetings.

commercial developments in the

The resolution was the result
of several years of advocacy by
Upstate Forever with support
from members, friends, and other
organizations concerned about

Committee Meeting
Schedule
March 2, 16, 30
April 13, 27
May 11, 25
June 8, 22
July 6, 20
August 3, 17, 31
September 14, 28
October 12, 26
November 9

Meetings are held at 8:00
a.m. in Conference Room
B, Greenville County
Square, University Ridge
All Meetings
Open to the Public

Upstate Forever

Council for establishing the Tree

consideration.

the County’s changing tree cover.

Feb 3, 16

We commend the County

county for the Council’s

Policy Advisory Committee and

also adopted a mission statement,

are pleased with its progress so

decided to meet every Thursday
morning, and voted to conduct its
meetings under Robert’s Rules of
order.

far. We will provide regular
updates to keep you informed
about the Committee’s work and
about opportunities to show your

The public is encouraged to

support .

First Public Hearing — March 30 at 6:30 pm — Travelers Rest City Hall

Tree Advisory Committee Members
Diane Eldridge

Tom Keith

Steven Smith

Conservation Planning Consultant, at-

Landscape Architect , PSPD

Forester, PSPD Committee appointee

large appointee by Council Chair

Committee appointee

Sandra Hamann

Dan Rawls

Greenville County Planning

Greenville Council of Garden Clubs,

Greenville County Planning

Commission staff, PSPD appointee

PSPD Committee appointee

Commissioner, PSPD Committee
appointee

C. Doug Harper

Todd Ward

Jimmy Forbes
Director of Greenville County

Commercial Developer, Council Chair

Gordon Seay

Planning Commission, non-voting

appointee

Greenville Association of Realtors,

facilitator

David Holmes, Chair

PSPD Committee appointee

Attorney, at-large appointee by

Coleman Shouse

Council Chair

Home Builders Association of
Greenville, PSPD Committee

Kim Kauffman
Landscape Architect, Advisory

appointee

Greenville, SC 29602

Attend committee meetings
and public hearings
Send comments to
diane.eldridge@charter.net

Committee appointee

PO Box 2308

LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD!

(864) 250-0500

info@upstateforever.org

MISSION OF THE
COMMITTEE

Keeping the GREEN
in GREENville

To provide a forum for discussion
of ideas, concepts, and methods
to preserve trees and protect the
tree canopy,
To make recommendations to
County Council to encourage the
preservation and replacement of
trees which may be lost in the
process of residential and
commercial real estate
development and to propose
minimum standards for Council
to consider, and
To provide educational and other
useful information about historic
and significant specimen trees
and tree categories and to
encourage people to preserve
and nurture trees so classified.

March 27, 2006

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Begins its Work
The fourth regular

that the practice of clearcutting

The next meeting is

Committee meeting was held on

began when the pulpwood

scheduled for March 30. The

March 16 and was the first of

industry got its start.. He said the

Committee will hear from Brad

several to which representatives

majority of the trees we see today

Wyche, Executive Director of

of diverse organizations and

are third generation growth.

Upstate Forever; Ann Friedel,

groups have been invited to speak

President of the Greater

to the Committee and share their

Greenville Master Gardeners; and

perspectives about tree

Dan Trout, Executive Director of

protection in Greenville County.

Friends of the Reedy River.

The first two speakers were Paul

COMMITTEE MEETING
SCHEDULE

The public is also encouraged

Dulin of the South Carolina

to share their concerns and ideas

Forestry Commission and Bucky

Feb 3, 16

Tarleton, President of the Greater

March 2, 16, 30
April 13, 27
May 11, 25

that trees add value to property

Realtors.

in neighborhoods and commercial

history of Greenville County’s

July 6, 20

to attend one or more of the

Greenville Association of

Mr. Dulin discussed the

June 8, 22

with the Committee. Please plan

Mr. Tarleton commented

timber resources, stating that

August 3, 17, 31

virtually all of the county’s trees

September 14, 28

were harvested around 1900 and

developments. He suggested that

regular meetings and public
hearings (see sidebar).

incentives be provided to save big

It is critically important for

trees and that native species

the Committee members

should be used whenever possible

to hear your point of view.

when replacing trees.

Please attend a meeting!

October 12, 26

First Public Hearing — March 30 at 6:30 pm — Travelers Rest City Hall

November 9

Meetings are held at 8:00 a.m.
in Conference Room B at
Greenville County Square

All Meetings are
Open to the Public
PUBLIC HEARING
SCHEDULE

April 27, 6:30 p.m.
Greenville Tech Greer Campus

May 25, 6:30 p.m.
Location TBA
June 8, 6:30 p.m.
County Council Chambers

Upstate Forever

Diane Eldridge

Tom Keith

Steven Smith

Conservation Planning Consultant, at-

Landscape Architect , PSPD

Forester, PSPD Committee appointee

large appointee by Council Chair

Committee appointee

Sandra Hamann

Dan Rawls

Greenville County Planning

Greenville Council of Garden Clubs,

Greenville County Planning

Commission staff, PSPD appointee

PSPD Committee appointee

Commissioner, PSPD Committee
appointee

C. Doug Harper

March 30, 6:30 p.m.
Travelers Rest City Hall

May 11, 6:30 p.m.
Location TBA

Tree Advisory Committee Members

Todd Ward

Jimmy Forbes
Director of Greenville County

Commercial Developer, Council Chair

Gordon Seay

Planning Commission, non-voting

appointee

Greenville Association of Realtors,

facilitator

David Holmes, Chair

PSPD Committee appointee

Attorney, at-large appointee by

Coleman Shouse

Council Chair

Home Builders Association of
Greenville, PSPD Committee

Kim Kauffman
Landscape Architect, Advisory

Greenville, SC 29602

Attend a meeting
Send comments to the
Committee via
diane.eldridge@charter.net

appointee

Committee appointee

PO Box 2308

LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD!

(864) 250-0500

info@upstateforever.org

MISSION OF THE
COMMITTEE

Keeping the GREEN
in GREENville

To provide a forum for discussion
of ideas, concepts, and methods
to preserve trees and protect the
tree canopy,
To make recommendations to
County Council to encourage the
preservation and replacement of
trees which may be lost in the
process of residential and
commercial real estate
development and to propose
minimum standards for Council to
consider, and
To provide educational and other
useful information about historic
and significant specimen trees
and tree categories and to
encourage people to preserve and
nurture trees so classified.

April 10 2006

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Hard at Work
The Committee held its fifth

Ann Friedel and Shannon

they help prevent erosion, keep

regular biweekly meeting March

Dobson represented the Greater

pollutants out of the water, and

30 with the majority of time

Greenville Master Gardeners and

mitigate stormwater management

devoted to hearing from three

emphasized the role that trees

problems.

invited speakers who shared their

play in creating a sense of place in

Public Comment Period

expertise and perspectives about

The first fifteen minutes of

a possible county tree ordinance.

each meeting are open for public

Brad Wyche, Executive

comment. We encourage you to

Director of Upstate Forever,

attend a meeting and share your

stated that Greenville County’s

concerns and ideas with the

Diane Eldridge

population is increasing by an

Committee. At the March 30

Conservation Planning Consultant

average of 15-16 people every day

Sandra Hamann

while approximately 9 acres of

Greenville Council of Garden

land are developed. Mr. Wyche

Clubs

emphasized the need for basic

C. Doug Harper

protection of the county’s tree

Commercial Developer

canopy and recommended that

David Holmes, Chair

the Committee consider the

Attorney

Fulton County GA tree ordinance

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

as a model. He added that while

Kim Kauffman

our communities. They stressed
the importance of maintaining the
county’s extensive tree cover for
its beauty and it contribution to
environmental health and wildlife
habitat, and recommended the
use of native species whenever
possible.

Landscape Architect
Tom Keith
Landscape Architect
Dan Rawls
Greenville County Planning
Commission
Gordon Seay
Greenville Association of Realtors

Schneider Tree Care spoke and
stressed the importance of
protecting trees intended for
preservation on construction
sites. He added that the cost of
protecting an existing tree is
about the same as the cost to
plant a new one, but that the

Dan Trout, Executive

every component of the Fulton

meeting, Scott Carlson of

benefits of the existing tree are

County ordinance might not be

Director of Friends of the Reedy

much greater, provided it is

perfect for Greenville County, its

River, recognized the Reedy as an

healthy and properly cared for

main components would be a

important natural resource and

during construction.

good fit. He recommended that

the need to protect it by

the Committee invite a speaker

preserving riparian buffers along

from Fulton County to share

its banks. He noted that trees

more details about their

are part of the answer to every

ordinance and its effectiveness.

problem the river faces, and that

NEXT REGULAR COMMITTEE
MEETING
April 13 8:00 a.m.
Greenville County Square
Conference Room B

Coleman Shouse
Home Builders Association of

ATTEND A PUBLIC HEARING AND LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Greenville

The first of five public hearings was held March 30 at Travelers Rest City Hall, with most attendees repre-

Steven Smith

senting the northern part of the county where large-scale development is just beginning to occur. The general

Forester

consensus of those in attendance was that minimum standards are

Todd Ward
Greenville County Planning
Commission staff
Jimmy Forbes
Director of Greenville County
Planning Commission, non-voting
facilitator

Upstate Forever

P UBLIC H EARING S CHEDULE

needed in commercial and residential developments, including public

April 27, 6:30 pm, Greenville Tech
Greer Campus

projects such as schools, to protect the county’s tree canopy. Many

May 11 & 25, 6:30 pm, Location TBA

property owner’s right to remove trees from his own property and

June 8, 6:30 p.m., Greenville County
Square, Council Chambers

were assured the Committee has been directed by Council to con-

PO Box 2308

cautioned against regulations that would interfere with an individual

sider standards for commercial and residential development only.

Greenville, SC 29602

(864) 250-0500

info@upstateforever.org

MISSION OF THE
COMMITTEE

Keeping the GREEN
in GREENville

To provide a forum for discussion
of ideas, concepts, and methods
to preserve trees and protect the
tree canopy,
To make recommendations to
County Council to encourage the
preservation and replacement of
trees which may be lost in the
process of residential and
commercial real estate
development and to propose
minimum standards for Council to
consider, and
To provide educational and other
useful information about historic
and significant specimen trees
and tree categories and to
encourage people to preserve and
nurture trees so classified.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

April 24 2006

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Hard at Work
The Committee held its sixth

Association, stated that timber is

reducing ground level ozone and

regular biweekly meeting on April

the state’s number one cash crop

particulate matter, storing carbon,

13 with the majority of time

and that foresters are performing

and reducing the heat island effect

devoted to hearing from three

a service to landowners who

as part of their normal, everyday

invited speakers who shared their

choose to remove trees from

functions. In addition, trees help

expertise and perspectives about

reduce stormwater runoff by

a possible county tree ordinance.

slowing the flow of water, helping

Conservation Planning Consultant

devastating impacts on

Sandra Hamann

communities, pointing to the

Greenville Council of Garden

removal of trees and the filling of

Clubs

a wetland on a Poinsett Highway

C. Doug Harper

development site as one of the

Commercial Developer

main causes of flooding in the

David Holmes, Chair

west portion of Greenville

Attorney

County. She emphasized the
need for a viable, sensible tree
ordinance for Greenville County
that will meet the needs of its

Tom Keith

Dan Rawls
Greenville County Planning
Commission
Gordon Seay
Greenville Association of Realtors

most of the environmental
their property. He added that

problems facing our community

preserving trees in the right

and should included in the

situations is important, but that

Upstate’s Early Air Compact, a

when land uses change, trees

response to the EPA’s designation

usually need to be removed. He

of the area as non-attainment for

cautioned the Committee to be

ozone and particulate matter

mindful of how restrictive their

levels.

recommendations concerning a
tree ordinance are and stressed
the importance of flexibility.
Janet Clarke of SC DHEC

in all developments. She added

discussed the role trees play in

that trees appreciate in value as

improving the quality of the air

they grow and help increase

we breathe, the water we drink,

property values.

and in helping reduce ambient air

Crad Jaynes, President of the
South Carolina Timber Producers

Coleman Shouse
Home Builders Association of

NEXT REGULAR COMMITTEE
MEETING
April 27 8:00 a.m.
Greenville County Square
Conference Room B

NEXT PUBLIC HEARING
April 27

6:30 p.m.

temperatures. Trees provide

Greenville Technical College

numerous services, including

Greer Campus

ATTEND A PUBLIC HEARING AND LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Greenville

The second of five public hearings will be held at the Greer Campus of Greenville Technical College at

Steven Smith

6:30 p.m. on Thursday April 27. These hearings are being held throughout the County to provide forums for

Forester

citizens to share their thoughts and concerns about a potential tree

Todd Ward

P UBLIC H EARING S CHEDULE

Greenville County Planning

April 27, 6:30 pm, Greenville Tech
Greer Campus

Commission staff
Jimmy Forbes
Director of Greenville County
Planning Commission, non-voting

Upstate Forever

trees are part of the solution to

residents and that requires trees

Landscape Architect

facilitator

place. Ms. Clarke stated that

Clubs, stated that bad choices
often have unintended and

Landscape Architect

reducing erosion by holding soil in

the Greenville Council of Garden

Diane Eldridge

Kim Kauffman

to filter out pollutants, and

Linda Sisson, representing

ordinance for Greenville County. Upon the completion of all five
hearings, the Committee will begin developing its recommendations
for the County Council and will take into consideration all

May 11 & 25, 6:30 pm, Location TBA

comments made by citizens at regular meetings and hearings.

June 8, 6:30 p.m., Greenville County
Square, Council Chambers

Please share your comments with the Committee so it can best

PO Box 2308

meet the needs of Greenville County’s citizens.

Greenville, SC 29602

(864) 250-0500

info@upstateforever.org

MISSION OF THE
COMMITTEE

Keeping the GREEN
in GREENville

To provide a forum for discussion
of ideas, concepts, and methods
to preserve trees and protect the
tree canopy,
To make recommendations to
County Council to encourage the
preservation and replacement of
trees which may be lost in the
process of residential and
commercial real estate
development and to propose
minimum standards for Council to
consider, and
To provide educational and other
useful information about historic
and significant specimen trees
and tree categories and to
encourage people to preserve and
nurture trees so classified.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Diane Eldridge
Conservation Planning Consultant
Sandra Hamann
Greenville Council of Garden
Clubs

May 8 2006

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Hard at Work
The Committee held its

visibility along roadways, must be

Witherspoon expressed his

seventh regular biweekly meeting

maintained to keep roadways

support for a countywide tree

on April 27 with the majority of

safe. At the present time, no

ordinance, stating that while some

time devoted to hearing from

countywide ordinance requires

developers do more landscaping

speakers who shared their

property owners to clear such

than required, most will only

expertise and perspectives about

plant what is mandated by a local

a possible county tree ordinance.

ordinance. He cited the many

The Committee will continue to

benefits of trees, including

hear from experts and citizens for

environmental, economic, and

approximately one more month

aesthetic, as important reasons to

before it begins discussions about

protect Greenville County’s tree

specific recommendations for a

canopy. He described their ability

tree ordinance in Greenville

hazards, so her department must

to intercept and soak up rainfall,

County.

address these concerns — a

thereby reducing the amount and

responsibility that is challenging

velocity of runoff during a

with its limited staff and budget

rainstorm, as one of the many

and the lack of landscape-quality

important services trees provide

trimmers. Other issues related to

our communities.

Greenville County Engineer

C. Doug Harper

Judy Woertkoetter described the

Commercial Developer

duties of the county’s Engineering

David Holmes, Chair

and Maintenance Department, a

Attorney

division of Public Works. Her
division is responsible for the

Kim Kauffman

maintenance of more than 1,500

Landscape Architect

miles of county roads, which

Tom Keith

includes the removal of trees and

Landscape Architect

other vegetation that present a

Dan Rawls

hazard in the public right-of-way.

Greenville County Planning

Unhealthy or damaged trees and

Commission

limbs that can fall and harm

Gordon Seay
Greenville Association of Realtors

trees that are addressed by
Engineering and Maintenance
include damage to roads and
sidewalks caused by tree roots. In
both cases, Ms. Woertkoetter
emphasized that trees should be

NEXT REGULAR COMMITTEE
MEETING
May 11 8:00 a.m.
Greenville County Square
Conference Room B

planted in a manner and location
that will reduce or eliminate the
potential for hazards in the future.

people or property, and any type

During the public comment

of vegetation that interferes with

period, landscape architect Barry

NEXT PUBLIC HEARING
May 11 6:30 p.m.
Bell’s Crossing Elementary
804 Scuffletown Road

Coleman Shouse
Home Builders Association of

ATTEND A PUBLIC HEARING AND LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Greenville

The second of five public hearings was held at the Greer Campus of Greenville Technical College on April

Steven Smith

27. Several speakers cited trees as an important component of Greenville County’s overall quality of life,

Forester

mentioning their contributions to environmental health and to property values, and expressed their support of

Todd Ward
Greenville County Planning

the Committee’s work to protect them. One speaker shared concerns about the impact that an ordinance

Commission staff

could have on private property owners and urged the Committee to respect these rights. Jimmy Walters, an
urban forester with the S. C. Forestry Commission, was in attendance and explained the difference between

Jimmy Forbes

the terms “clear-cutting” and “land clearing.” Clear cutting refers to a forest management technique whereby

Director of Greenville County
Planning Commission, non-voting

forests are managed through harvesting and regeneration. Land clearing occurs when land uses change, trees

facilitator

are cleared, stumps are pushed up, and land is graded for development.

Upstate Forever

PO Box 2308

Greenville, SC 29602

(864) 250-0500

info@upstateforever.org

MISSION OF THE
COMMITTEE
To provide a forum for discussion
of ideas, concepts, and methods
to preserve trees and protect the
tree canopy,
To make recommendations to
County Council to encourage the
preservation and replacement of
trees which may be lost in the
process of residential and
commercial real estate
development and to propose
minimum standards for Council to
consider, and
To provide educational and other
useful information about historic
and significant specimen trees
and tree categories and to
encourage people to preserve and
nurture trees so classified.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Diane Eldridge
Conservation Planning Consultant

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Continues its Work
At the eighth regular
Committee meeting on May 11,
four speakers shared their
expertise and perspectives about
a possible county tree ordinance.
Walt McPhail, representing
and Wildlife Society, emphasized

homeowners.)

the importance of the small tree
farmer to the forestry industry,
He recognized the benefits that
trees provide our communities

He supported the adoption of a
tree ordinance that protects trees
but does not hinder a small tree
farmer from harvesting timber.

Kim Kauffman
Landscape Architect
Tom Keith
Landscape Architect
Dan Rawls
Greenville County Planning
Commission
Gordon Seay
Greenville Association of Realtors
Coleman Shouse
Home Builders Association of
Greenville
Steven Smith
Forester
Todd Ward
Greenville County Planning
Commission staff
Jimmy Forbes
Director of Greenville County
Planning Commission, non-voting
facilitator

Post your comments on
Jeanne Brooks’ blog about
a potential tree ordinance

Note: The Committee was previously
instructed by Council not to consider
regulations that affect single-family

and providing shade and beauty.

David Holmes, Chair
Attorney

family homeowners be exempt.*
He stated that he would not be
opposed to a tree ordinance that
applies to new residential and
commercial development. (*Editor’s

the Greenville County Forestry

reducing flooding and erosion,

C. Doug Harper
Commercial Developer

Upstate Forever

May 19 2006

including keeping our air clean,

Sandra Hamann
Greenville Council of Garden
Clubs

http://
news.greenvilleonline.com/
blogs/brooks/2006/05/
firestorm_abuilding.html

Keeping the GREEN
in GREENville

Mark Nix, Executive
Director of the S.C. Landowners
Association, stated that tree
ordinances vary among
communities, can be complex,
and that each community needs
to develop its own according to
its own needs. He cautioned the
Committee against developing
recommendations that place a
financial burden on property
owners and suggested that single-

Dave Hargett of Northwind,
Inc. represented the Saluda-Reedy
Watershed Consortium (SRWC)
and emphasized the importance
of riparian buffers to the health of
rivers and streams. He explained
that healthy riparian areas are
essential to reducing the impacts
of flooding and trapping
sediments and pollutants. He
compared the runoff coefficient
(the percentage of water that will
run off the ground surface during
a storm) for a forest (5 per cent)
with an impervious surface (95
per cent). The SRWC has
examined the riparian zones along
the Reedy River and found that in
most urbanized areas, forested
buffers have been eliminated. Dr.
Hargett recommended that a
minimum buffer of 35 feet be
protected along rivers and

streams, and more when possible.
Don Ham, Emeritus
Professor of Forestry at Clemson
and principal of the Laurus
Group, reported that the
Southern Forest Resource
Assessment cites urbanization as
the biggest threat to the forestry
industry in this region. He stated
that tree protection can be
integrated into development with
little to no additional cost and
suggested that retaining trees on
development sites can reduce the
need for stormwater management
facilities and thus reduce
construction costs.
During the public comment
period, county resident Bill
Crawford stated that trees add
value to our community and
expressed his support for a
countywide tree ordinance. He
recommended a tree survey prior
to development to identify trees
that should be saved.
NEXT REGULAR
COMMITTEE MEETING
May 25 8:00 a.m.
Greenville County Square
Conference Room B

ATTEND A PUBLIC HEARING AND LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!
Approximately 30 people attended the May 11 public hearing at Bell’s Crossing Elementary School to
share their thoughts about a potential tree ordinance for Greenville County. The majority of those attending
were overwhelmingly in favor of a strong ordinance that provides protection for certain existing trees and that
sets minimum requirements for planting trees in new developments. One person stated his hopes that the
ordinance will not require a permit to cut trees on his own property. In general, the audience was concerned
about the length of time the Committee is taking to make recommendations to County Council and the
amount of time Council will take before they pass an ordinance, during which many more trees will be lost.
NEXT PUBLIC HEARING
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June 5 2006

Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Continues its Work
At the ninth regular
Committee meeting on May 25,
three speakers shared their
expertise and perspectives about a
possible county tree ordinance.

Jimmy Walters, Urban
Forester with the SC Forestry
Commission, discussed the
importance of taking appropriate
measures to protect trees on
construction sites, stating that each
healthy shade tree that is
preserved adds approximately one
per cent to the sales price of a
home. Because preserved trees are
larger, already established, and
acclimated to the surrounding
environment, they provide more
benefits than small, new trees and
are likely to survive if proper care
is taken to protect their roots
during construction. He stated
that it is critical to install a fence to
keep all construction activities
away from the critical root zone—
a one foot radius for every inch of
trunk diameter at breast height.
Mr. Walters also recommended
protecting groups of trees on
development sites when possible.
He further recommended that a
trained county staff member be
assigned to assist developers in the
preparation of a tree plan that
identifies all trees targeted for
preservation and the methods
intended to protect them.

Eston Rodgers, Executive
Director of the Home Builders
Association of Greenville,
expressed concern that any costs
associated with protecting trees
on residential construction sites
would be passed along to the
homebuyer and would potentially
prohibit many people from being
able to afford a new home, adding
that a one per cent increase in the
sales price nationally would
remove 400,000 people from the
buying market. He recommended
providing incentives such as
density bonuses to developers for
the protection of trees. He also
stated that the burden of
protecting trees should not fall
only on the commercial and
homebuilding industries—it should
be shared by all citizens.
Ed Macie, Southern Regional
Urban Forestry coordinator for
the US Forest Service, referred to
the universal loss of trees and its
effects as “scary.” He discussed
some of the consequences of
removing trees, such as increased
stormwater runoff and changes in
water quality, adding that
communities bear the cost of
these impacts. He recommended a
suitability study to maximize the
protection of trees, including sitespecific plans that provide
flexibility, such as lot line

adjustments to save trees on
development sites, and a “bigpicture analysis” to identify land
important for protection. He
described community
conservation programs that
provide funding to purchase such
land as more and more common.
Acknowledging that agricultural
and forestry practices are
generally exempted from tree
ordinances, Mr. Macie
recommended that once land use
changes to any other use, it
should be subject to the
requirements of the ordinance.
He emphasized that it is essential
to set minimum basic
requirements for trees in all
developments and suggested
incentives as a reward for those
who do more than required. He
recommended a minimum canopy
requirement, such as 30-40 per
cent, instead of numbers of trees.
He also stressed the importance
of requiring significant tree cover
in parking lots to help counter the
impacts of large asphalt surfaces
on local environments and on
stormwater management.
During the public comment
period, Elise McCasland of Greer
expressed her support for a
strong tree ordinance that sets
clear and forthright directives.

ATTEND THE FINAL PUBLIC HEARING JUNE 8 AND LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!
Approximately 40 people attended the May 25 public hearing at Woodmont High School to share
their thoughts about a potential tree ordinance for Greenville County. The majority of those attending
were overwhelmingly in favor of a strong ordinance that provides protection for certain existing trees and
that sets minimum requirements for planting trees in new developments, with no one stating any
objections. A number of the nearly 20 speakers urged the Committee to include protection for historic
and other significant trees, while some passionately lamented the loss of large areas of forested land in
their neighborhoods. Several expressed frustration that protecting trees has become a political issue while
it should simply be a matter of common sense.
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Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee Continues its Work
The tenth regular meeting of
the Committee was held on June 8.
Three people spoke during the
public comment period.
Dr. Jeff Allen, Research
Coordinator at the Strom
Thurmond Institute of Government
and Public Affairs at Clemson
University and Director of the
South Carolina Water Resources
Center, presented findings from a
recent study of land use changes
in Greenville County. Dr. Allen’s
research team used sophisticated
remote sensing technology to
analyze changes in forest cover and
developed land in the eight
Upstate counties that are partially
included in the Saluda-Reedy
watershed. (Only the Greenville
County results were presented on
June 8. Others will be released in
the coming weeks.) The study
revealed that during the 15 years
from 1985 to 2000, the amount of
developed land in Greenville
County increased by 145 per cent,
or by 89,849 acres, and the amount
of forest cover decreased by 21
per cent (77,683 acres). This
translates to approximately 14
acres of forest lost each day while

approximately 16 acres of land
were developed each day in
Greenville County during that
period. The net forest cover loss
resulted from huge decreases in
deciduous forest that were

Farmland:
66,524
acres
(13%)

1985
Farm land:
50,130
acres
(10%)

2000

Water and
Wetlands:
9,491
acres (2%)

Developed
Land:
62,036
acres
(12%)
Forested
Land:
371,992
acres
(73%)

Water and
Wetlands:
13,719
acres (3%)

Developed
Land:
151,885
acres
(30%)

Forested
Land:
294,309
acres
(57%)

partially offset by increases in
mixed and evergreen forests. The
study also documented changes in
farmlands and water/wetlands
throughout the county. The study
was part of the Saluda-Reedy
Watershed Consortium (SRWC)

project. For more information
about SRWC, visit
www.saludareedy.org
Steve Mills addressed the
Committee with concerns about
the loss of large trees due to infill
development in urban areas, such
as his North Main neighborhood.
He also recommended the use of
native tree species when planting
new trees.
Mary Lou Jones described the
increase in flooding in the West
Greenville area that resulted from
the removal of trees and wetlands
where Dreamland Forest once
stood (now the site of Lowe’s on
Poinsett Highway). She also
discussed the importance of
protecting buffers along rivers and
streams to reduce the impact of
development on water quality and
stream health.
Upstate Forever’s Mary
Bennett Greene stated that there
is overwhelming support for a
Grenville County tree ordinance
among our members, evidenced by
the large number of emails and
phone calls she receives in her role
as Membership Coordinator.

FINAL PUBLIC HEARING HELD JUNE 8
The approximately 70 people who attended the final public hearing June 8 at Greenvile County
Square were overwhelmingly in favor of protecting the county’s tree canopy by the adoption of
countywide tree ordinance. Comments from the audience addressed various topics, such as the role of
forested buffers in protecting rivers from sediment and heat, the importance of having shade trees in in
neighborhoods where children play and in parking lots for heat reduction, the importance of forested
trees near residences for noise abatement, shade and beauty, and the role that trees play in attracting
new residents and businesses to Greenville County. One speaker, a residential realtor, stated that the
majority of her clients are not interested in considering homes without trees in the yards. Another, a civil
engineer with extensive experience working with tree ordinances throughout the southeast, said that
growth and tree ordinances can live together and that many developers want to keep trees because they
enhance property values. One speaker stated that she goes a long way out of her way to shop where
trees shade parking lots, and another lamented that her young son asked if there would still be trees for
him to walk among when he has children of his own.
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Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Begins Deliberations
During the first twelve
regular meetings and five public
hearings, the Committee has
heard and learned from
comments by numerous
experts and concerned citizens
and has now begun deliberating
the best ways to preserve trees
and protect Greenville
County’s tree canopy. They
will submit recommendations
for new countywide policies to
Greenville County Council no
later than November, and
hopefully the Council will adopt
the recommendations in the
form of a new ordinance.
At its June 22 and July 6
meetings, Committee members
reviewed and discussed the
concerns of citizens and the
recommendations of experts
regarding the loss of tree cover
in the County, and the
importance of trees to
stormwater management, air
and water quality, wildlife
habitat, shade, property values
and aesthetics. In addition, they
reviewed comments regarding
best development practices and
the importance of policies that

Steven Smith
Forester

are both effective and
equitable.
The first fifteen minutes of
each meeting are dedicated to
hearing comments from the
public. At the July 6 meeting,
three speakers shared their
recommendations and
concerns.
Polly Green, a resident of
Taylors, addressed the
Committee regarding owner
responsibility for trees that are

damaged and that create
hazards on neighboring
properties. She was
particularly concerned about
damage caused during last
winter’s severe ice storm.
Jeff Randolph, a developer
and principal of The Randolph
Group, urged the committee
to recommend standards that
will apply across the board to

commercial, residential, and
industrial developments. He
suggested that standards in the
Upstate should be based on the
region’s topography and soil
types and not simply replicate
ordinances from counties where
these conditions are vastly
different. He also noted that
requirements for road widths in
subdivisions are sometimes
excessive and that narrower
roads could safely accommodate
traffic while saving countless
trees.
Judy Cromwell of the
Greenville Tree Foundation
cited the success of that
organization in planting trees
throughout the City of
Greenville and recommended
that the County undertake a
similar cooperative arrangement
with an organization to plant
trees in the County.
Discussions will continue at
the next regular Committee
meeting at 8:00 a.m. on July 20.
The public is invited to attend
and to share comments and
concerns during the first fifteen
minutes of the meeting.

DID YOU KNOW. . . .

Todd Ward
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NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING
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. .that one mature tree absorbs from 120 to 240 pounds of air pollutants (particulate matter and gases) every
year? A study in Sacramento, California found that this equated to an annual value of $28.7 million. (Urban
Forest Values: Economic Benefits of Trees in Cities, University of Washington, College of Forest Resources.)
. .that cooler air temperatures created by tree canopies reduce smog formation by up to 6 percent? (Roloff,
Glenn. Twenty-Nine Reasons for Planting Trees. USDA Forest Service – Northern Region. Treelink: The
Community Forestry Resource)
. .that in 1994, trees in Atlanta removed an estimated 1,196 metric tons of air pollution at an estimated value
to society of $6.5 million? (Nowak, David J. The Effects of Urban Trees on Air Quality. Syracuse, NY: USDA
Forest Service.)
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Stand up for trees
Catch one of these public hearings.
That may seem odd given our county spends so
Trees
get marketing
much respect
Greenville
muchdon't
energy
itselfinas
a place ofCounty.
extraordinary natural beauty. People who are interested
keeping the green in Greenville have five chances to
make it known that they want an ordinance that protects and preserves trees.

in

The Greenville County Council has been slow to enact measures aimed at protecting trees in this development-happy county. The 11-member Greenville County
Tree Advisory Committee is to make recommendations
concerning a county ordinance, and the group has set
five public hearings. The hearings begin at 6:30 p.m.
and will take place at Travelers Rest City Hall, March
30; Greenville Tech, Greer Campus, April 27; Bell's
Crossing Elementary, May 11; Woodmont High, May
25; and County Council chambers, June 8. Speak out at
one of these hearings if you believe trees are important
to Greenville's future.
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JEANNE BROOKS

Looking back at the politics of shade
Maybe if there'd been more days like today - real feel of 104 degrees, cars parked in every scrap of
shade - it wouldn't have taken so long back in 2001 and 2002 ...
for the Greenville County Council to finally, finally pass an ordinance requiring trees and landscaping for
new office, commercial and industrial projects with parking lots of at least 60 spaces.
Among other things, the code calls for one shade tree for every 20 spaces. That's shade tree, not frou-frou
decorative shrub.
The city of Spartanburg required one tree for every 12 spaces. Lexington County: one for every eight
spaces. Charleston County: one for every 10.
At some point in Greenville's debate, a tree for every 15 spaces was proposed. But got nowhere.
So let's just say there's a sweltering day like today and the only empty parking spaces are sunbaked Nos.
10 and 11, halfway between the closest shade trees. Say a Council member who voted no on the
ordinance pulls into one of them. He climbs out of his car into heat that makes distant objects shimmer.
Don't you imagine, at that moment, such a person understands completely the point of shade trees? Heck,
wishes we'd gone for one per 15, after all.

Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 09:39 PM | Permalink | Comments (1) | TrackBacks (0)

Comments
Better than an ordinance - don't shop where there are no trees and make it known to the store owners.
Developers are great followers, if trees sell, they put in trees and more trees than the law requires.
Cherrydale has been noted as a prime example of why a tree ordinance is needed. For some of us maybe,
but the parking lot is full and the stores are full of those who "vote" with dollars for this type of development.
Posted by: Joe Barron | July 19, 2006 05:17 PM

The secret's out
At last: mention of Greenville County's tree committee on Greenville County's Web site. Something
beyond a calendar listing, that is. They want your thoughts. Click on ...
this link or on the county's home page scroll to a box in the lower right corner titled "County Highlights."
Use the arrows to find the "Tree Ordinance Survey." Let them know your views.
Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 06:30 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0)

To Woodmont: First drive in circles ...
Those darn directions (!) I got from the Internet and posted the other day would've sent you to Maine, not
the new Woodmont High School. I've corrected the entry.
I figured the school staff would know where the heck they are and called them. Here's what they told me.
I'm fervently crossing my fingers we don't eventually learn of a satellite hearing of the Greenville County
Tree Policy Advisory Committee, held late Thursday night, impromptu, along a roadside in Maine by
people who just finally gave up trying to find Woodmont.
Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 10:13 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0)

MAY 23, 2006

Tanking issues
You could argue re the Tree Policy Advisory Committee hearings that it's not exactly right to focus on how
few people have shown up to speak for the trees' side of the ordinance issue as I did in a column today.
After all ...
... a. hardly anybody from any point of view has turned out and b. the greatest number who did turn out
were on the trees' side. That is, they favored trying to preserve, as people like to put it, the green in
Greenville.
So if the trees' side is "tanking" when they're the ones mostly showing up, what would I say about all those
who really, really absolutely aren't coming? Is there a quantifier for below tanking?
These are good points. More than anything, the turnout for the hearings reflects the county's effort to
promote them. That effort apparently mainly amounts to a listing among many other items in a calendar
of events. Online, you have to look beneath the heading "Popular Services," then click on "County
Council." Neither step could be called intuitive.
However, the reality is the trees' side is the change side. People who support practices like clear cutting
need do nothing to see their philosophy enacted. It already is. That's the status quo. It's change that
requires work, change that requires big turnouts at hearings.
You could also argue that there are no actual "sides" at these hearings, or ought not to be, only
individual opinions regarding what should or shouldn't happen. That the committee's mission is to collect
and sift through these opinions before making recommendations to Greenville's County Council. That the
members' role at the hearings is purely to listen and to learn the people's wishes. And that to raise the
prospect of "sides" could undermine the carefully constructed collegiality of the enterprise, the whole
point of which is to reach some kind of consensus, not fracture into armed camps.
Another good point. Except those sides already exist. They were in place before the first committee
member was selected. But that was true for the parking-lot landscape ordinance too, a few years back.
People then packed the County Council chamber. The ordinance finally passed.
There's a certain persuasion in numbers.

Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 05:15 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0)

The next tree committee hearing ...
... will be held at Woodmont High, 2831 W. Georgia Road, Piedmont at 6:30 p.m. this Thursday, May 25.
People have called wanting directions. Here they are ...
from Greenville: Go south on U.S. 25 (Augusta Road). After you cross over I-85, bear right where State
291 joins U.S. 25. Continue maybe 10 miles. You will come to the community of Moonville. Go past
Greenville Memorial Gardens and the old Woodmont High School on your right. Where U.S. 25 intersects
W. Georgia Road - there's traffic light - turn left on W. Georgia. The new Woodmont High School is about

2 miles farther, on the right.
The school's phone number: 355-8600.
Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 03:40 PM | Permalink | Comments (2) | TrackBacks (0)

Jeanne,
I am a native of Greenville, a school teacher and a homeowner. Some might call me a tree-hugger. I learned
about the tree committee from your column. I applied and interviewed for the tree committee. It was daunting
- standing in front of those council members, hoping to be approved, hoping I had said the right thing. But
along with me were folks who had jobs in building, or maybe were members of a garden club. I held no
sway, and when all was said and done, I was not even notified that I didn't make the committee. Since then,
I haven't heard when or where the meetings were. I would have attended the meeting in Greer and spoken
out.
Thanks for all you do. I am discouraged about the situation.
Posted by: Amy Buckingham | May 23, 2006 05:18 PM
when and where are the tree ordinance hearings thanks
Posted by: joe beam | May 28, 2006 01:09 PM

Next tree committee public hearing
...will be May 25 at 6:30 p.m. at Woodmont High School. Mark your calendar. Go.
The last one will be June 8, same time, Greenville County Square.
The public hearings are where YOU get to talk. In fact, the entire point of these hearings is to listen to
what the public has to say.
Actual committee meetings, on the other hand, ...are every two weeks at 8 a.m. at County Square. You're
welcome to sit in and hear what goes on. This is an Upstate Forever report on the April 27 committee
meeting.
MAY 16, 2006

Firestorm abuilding?
It only looks quiet out there. It isn't. Attendance at meetings like those held on week nights - school
nights - might be light. But you can't judge the depth of people's feelings by that or, in particular, their
anger at what they see happening around them. You definitely can't judge their number. For they are
many. And they are organizing.
This was the message to take away from Greenville County's Tree Policy Advisory Committee hearing at
Bell's Crossing last Thursday evening, where 30-35 citizens showed up, by far the largest crowd so far in
the series of public hearings.
People are busy with kids to feed and chauffeur, homework to supervise, soccer practices, work lives to
coordinate, says Paula DiDonato, who went to the hearing. She's chair of the Adams Run Homeowners
Association in the Woodruff Road area.
DiDonato explains how it became obvious dismay was widespread: "So many times you would go to a
cocktail party or a barbeque or stand in the back yard with your neighbor discussing how badly things
have been done, whether it's Woodruff Road where all the beautiful trees have been replaced by signs, a
sea of signs, and neon lights and poorly developed commercial locations. It was shocking."

And "It happened so fast." When DiDonato and her husband moved to their neighborhood 15 years ago,
they turned off I-385 onto Woodruff and "There wasn't even a (traffic) light there. It was only a two-lane
road with a half-dozen businesses." That and woods.
"We just could not get over that this has all been done before in so many locations and communities," she
says. "It was so easy, if the (County) Council was interested in it, to learn from others' mistakes. Instead
they chose to ignore absolutely all that and put in whatever anyone wanted."
Neighborhoods such as those along Highway 14, Pelham and Scuffletown Roads took their issues to the
Council, DiDonato says. To the Planning Commission. To the Public Service, Planning and Development
Committee of the Council. "No one would listen to us."
So now the neighborhoods and various groups like the one that formed to protect Graceland Cemetery
from development are beginning to work together. "No one would listen to us so now we're trying to
create something so someone will," DiDonato says.
They decided to become "more organized to work as a political force."
Families' lives are busy, so people might not be able to attend hearings and meetings, DiDonato told the
tree committee Thursday night. But rest assured, "They are unhappy with what has happened."
She says, "That's what you find when you go to the cocktail party, when you go to the barbeque, when you
stand outside and talk to your neighbor about some property that's getting sidewiped or (how) the last
rain flooded things out, when it never happened before."
Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 07:58 PM | Permalink | Comments (1) | TrackBacks (0

Comments
I enjoy your insight, comments, and topics !-I look forward to your editorials in the paper-and this issue is an
important one. Do you know where the next meeting is, concerning the Tree Advisory? I live near downtownbut have the same concerns as the rest of Greenville concerning the bulldozing of trees---I live near Cherry
Dale, the Lowes on Pointsett, and Montebello-where mansions march up Piney Mountain.
Thanks for the advice,
Vicky Winter
Posted by: Vicky Winter | May 18, 2006 04:55 PM
MAY 11, 2006

Looking, wondering ...
Uh, where are they? Those impassioned hundreds who packed the Greenville County Council chamber to
standing room only a few years ago on behalf of a landscape ordinance for parking lots.
Their number and fire showed how many and how much people here care about trees. The landscape
ordinance that otherwise would've likely failed instead passed.
And then it seems the people all went home for good. At least, they aren't now turning out for the regular
meetings or public hearings held by the Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee. Attendance at
the public hearings, for instance, has so far been abysmal. At the last hearing, on the Greer campus of
Greenville Tech, four citizens showed up. The hearing in Travelers Rest: maybe 12.
Back in the day, when people were feverishly making signs and signing up to speak to the County Council,
you often heard talk that Greenville County needed to protect heritage trees. Or to discourage clear
cutting for subdivisions under development. Or ... well, there were lots of ideas.
But now when it's a perfect time to deliver those ideas to a committee that might actually be able to help
make them happen, where is everybody?
Diane Eldridge, a committee member, says the difference between then and today is then votes were
taking place. An ordinance was going to pass or not. At the moment, there's nothing to vote on. The
committee is in an information-collecting stage. They're trying to determine what kinds of

recommendations regarding trees people in Greenville County would like them to make to the Council.
Only that's an exceptionally hard determination to make with such a meager few actually standing up to
voice opinions.
Are press releases going out? Are notices getting posted in conspicuous public places? Does the county
Web site trumpet the public hearings, times and locations? (If so, I couldn't find it.)
Next hearing: tonight at 6:30 p.m. at Bell's Crossing Elementary School. Directions here.
Posted by Jeanne Brooks at 09:21 PM | Permalink | Comments (8) | TrackBacks (0

Comments
the reason people don't show up as they used to is the meetings are few and far between and the county
doesn't know half the time. people are seeing the tree commision as tree huggers and don't really
understand what is going on, and that they need to be there to save their way of life. there was maybe 20
people at the meeting at bells crossing school. some of which didn't even need to be there they were of no
use just wanted to argue and make stupid comments about nonrelated stuff.
Posted by: jamie evans | May 14, 2006 11:02 PM
I believe it would be a fair to say that those of us who are "impassioned" have expressed our opinions
already and now are just waiting to see what happens. Has enough been said to convince the opposition to
join the "tree-hugging" side and create a tree ordinance that will protect our heritage trees and discourage
clear cutting for subdivisions? We will have to wait and see.
Posted by: Sharon E. Johnson | May 16, 2006 09:35 PM
We have lived in Greenville for the past 32 years and consider it a treasure due in large part to the lush
surroundings. We just had visitors from PA and they were blown away by this city we call home. Let's keep it
that way with a well thought out policy which preserves and enhances this wonderful green city.
Posted by: Ron Logan | May 20, 2006 01:22 AM
Most of those of us who have lived in Greenville a long time (though not a native, I have lived here for 30
years) lament the disappearance of trees in Greenville. It seems that many of our leaders are more
concerned with "development" than in preserving the trees that have made this area desirable. I know I do
not have to remind everyone of how important trees are to our quality of life--cooling, purifying air, wildlife
habitat, aesthetic improvement, etc. I would really hate for Greenville to have to be named Cement-andasphaltville.
Dane Pierce
Posted by: T. Dane Pierce, MD | May 20, 2006 02:11 AM
I agree with Sharon Johnson, enough has been said. How many editorials need to be written, county
commission meetings visited, and Bells Crossing meetings held to get it through the county councils thick
skulls that people of and for Greenville want the trees saved, returned, and maintained. This isn't rocket
science people.
Posted by: Glen MacMillan | May 20, 2006 06:10 AM
Secondly, at a meeting at Bells Crossing held about a month ago over a hundred people showed up to
express to Butch Kirven (CC Chairman) that we want trees and open spaces saved along Scuffletown Road.
That develpment is out of control. Particular we want a stop to rezoning until zoning as a whole is fixed. It
was said by one of the Planning commission lackies that we needed to take ownership of this and express
ourselves. Do we have to do it every day of the week? Here we are telling you want we want. It doesn't
change because a new day dawned. It stays the same. Well we've told county council what we want and it
still the same. So we're still at these meetings even if were not there.

Posted by: Glen MacMillan | May 20, 2006 06:16 AM
My conviction that we need more trees to enhance and protect our environment has grown even stronger.
Requiring tree buffers on major roads and trees in parking lots would be a great step forward.
Posted by: henry parr | May 20, 2006 03:38 PM
I work, so I can't attend the meetings, but I would like to make a comment or two.
Trees are so important to the character and feel of a city, not to mention their environmental effect. A city
with trees feels inviting and vital. We need to keep all the trees we can for the aesthetics that attract people
and business, if for no other reason.
We do, however, have more important reasons to keep the trees. We already have an air pollution problem
in Greenville. How could anyone not understand the corelation between more trees and less air pollution?
And, furthermore, it's time that common sense win out over convenience in a place that is growing like
Greenville. Construction companies need to shed the mentality that the first item on the agenda for new
construction is to get rid of all the "nuisance" trees! How arrogant we have become to think that we can
manipulate and control the earth without negative consequences.
I really don't understand what the issue is. Trees increase the value of any property. If it all just comes down
to money, keeping the trees we have and planting more makes the most financial sense.
We will either spend a little more to save what we have or spend inordinate and wasteful amounts of tax
payers dollars on cleaning up the air and the land later.
Posted by: Mary E. Hill | May 20, 2006 06:31 PM
APRIL 27, 2006

They need to hear
Make no mistake. It will be an uphill battle to arrive at a tree policy for the construction of big
commercial developments, like subdivisions, in Greenville County. Should we at least try to keep the
largest trees, the ones 80 or 100 or 200 years old? Or keep on clear cutting?
The appointed group that will end up making recommendations to the County Council could take a prize
for the most syllables and most bureacratic-sounding name: Greenville Tree Policy Advisory Committee.
Except nobody would hold such a contest. People don't have THAT much tolerance for pain.
The committee's second public hearing takes place 6:30 p.m. tonight at the Greer campus of Greenville
Technical College: 2522 Locust Hill Road. That's off Highway 290. The hearing will be in rooms 121-122 in
the main building, which bears the number 301.
Tonight is for you to tell the committee what you'd like to see or not see regarding any possible future
tree policy. The committee's role will be to listen.
If you hold in your heart any hopes of keeping, as people like to say, the green in Greenville - you should
go. Anyone who has attended a regular meeting of the committee (versus a public hearing like tonight)
and heard certain members express their opinions knows some on the committee could use some
convincing about the value of a tree policy. A lot of convincing.
There will be three more public hearings after this one.
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Tree Committee Plans Five Public Hearings
The Greenville County Tree Policy Advisory Committee is planning five evening public
hearings beginning March 30th in Travelers Rest and concluding June 8th at County Council
Chambers at Greenville County Square.
The purpose of the public hearings is to gain valuable insight from citizens regarding a number
of tree preservation issues in unincorporated Greenville County.
“The County Council asked the Committee to make recommendations to encourage the
preservation and replacement of trees which may be lost in the process of deve1opment. The
Committee decided that to make those recommendations it first needed hear from county
residents to understand their needs, wants, and concerns,” said Committee Chairman, David
Holmes. “The Committee feels that holding a series of public hearings throughout the county
will give everyone the opportunity to speak on this important issue.
The Tree Policy Advisory Committee has set up the following dates and locations for the
hearings:
•
•
•
•
•

March 30th
April 27th
May 11th
May 25th
June 8th

Travelers Rest City Hall
Greenville Tech, Greer Campus
TBA
TBA
County Council Chambers

All meeting times are 6:30 pm and the public will be asked to sign up to speak.
The 11 member Greenville County Tree Advisory Committee was established last year by
County Council and meets every other Thursday at 8 am in Conference Room B. The working
sessions are open to the public. The group is charged with making specific recommendations to
County Council so the Council can establish an ordinance to protect and preserve trees in
Greenville County.
County Square

301 University Ridge

Suite 2400
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